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Criminal Law:   Article 31 of the UCMJ requires a soldier’s superiors or military law enforcement to provide a soldier with rights warnings prior to questioning regarding a suspected UCMJ violation.  Specifically, the soldier must be informed of the right to remain silent and the specific UCMJ violations prompting the questioning.  Call the Criminal Law Division at 842-2071 for further information on this topic.
Claims:  If you suffer the misfortune of discovering household goods damage after a PCS move, remember to retain all destroyed household goods both before and after filing a claim with the Claims Office.  After the Claims Office has paid your claim, the carrier has salvage rights for ninety days against any property that has been “totaled.”  Failure to retain this property for the required period could result in a reduction in your claims award.  Call the Claims Office at 876-9007 for more information.

Administrative Law:   Under the Privacy Act, a person has rights to access and amend records held by the federal government that are filed by his/her name or other personal identifier (such as SS#).  Examples include personnel records and medical records.  Also, the Privacy Act generally prohibits the release of these records to third parties without the subject’s consent.  Exceptions to these rules apply so call the Administrative Law Division at 876-9913 for more information. 
Legal Assistance:  The Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act (SSCRA) has been redesignated as the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA).  In addition, protections have been expanded to include rights to terminate automobile leases and broader rights to terminate real estate leases.  Visit the Legal Assistance Website at http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/lao.html for further information.  If you need individual counsel on this matter, call 876-9005 for an appointment.
Lawyer Joke of the Day:  Two lawyers are in a bank, when, suddenly, armed robbers burst in. While several of the robbers take the money from the tellers, others line the customers, including the lawyers, up against a wall, and proceed to take their wallets, watches, etc. While this is going on lawyer number one jams something in lawyer number two's hand. Without looking down, lawyer number two whispers, "What is this?" to which lawyer number one replies, "it's that $50 I owe you." 
