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Criminal Law:  Article 15s should never be the first course of disciplinary action for small infractions such as FTR.  Always consider administrative forms of discipline such as counseling, reprimand, or corrective training.  When contemplating disciplinary action, seek the assistance of your trial counsel (6-9911).

Claims: A soldier who willfully damages another person’s property can be held financially liable for the victim’s loss through the Article 139 claim process.  The victim can seek the assistance of the Claims Office to initiate such a claim.  The brigade commander of the offending soldier will initiate an investigation and make a final determination regarding liability.  DFAS will take the money out of the offender’s pay and transfer it directly to the victim.

Administrative Law: Army regulation requires soldiers who are separated from their dependents to provide financial support to those dependents.  In the absence of a court order or written separation agreement, the required amount is the BAH with dependents rate.  A commander who receives information that a soldier is not complying with this requirement is obligated to inquire into the matter and counsel the soldier.  Commanders should contact the Administrative Law Division at 2-2069 with further questions.

Legal Assistance: Soldiers routinely approach a commander regarding a legal assistance matter.  Some commanders fail to refer the soldier to the Legal Assistance Office for assistance.  Instead, these commanders call the command lawyer (administrative lawyer or trial counsel) and serve as the soldier’s emissary in gaining legal advice.   Commanders can help the soldier much more effectively by referring her to the Legal Assistance Office and facilitating her ability to see an attorney.  Call 6-9005 for Legal Assistance.

Lawyer Joke of the Day:  A doctor, an engineer, and a lawyer were all discussing whose profession was oldest. The doctor went first saying, "On the sixth day, God removed Adam's rib and made Eve. That makes him a doctor." Then the engineer spoke up, "Well, before that, when there was only chaos and confusion in the universe, God created earth. That makes him an engineer." The lawyer looks around very smugly and says, "All very interesting, but who do you think filled the universe with chaos and confusion?" 
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