                      [image: image1.png]


WIRE

2d Edition                                                                   July 2003 

PUBLISHED BY THE OFFICE OF THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, REDSTONE ARSENAL, ALABAMA
Criminal Law:  Article 13 of the UCMJ prohibits pre-trial punishment of a soldier who is awaiting court-martial.  This includes extra duties, derogatory remarks, or discriminatory treatment of the soldier.  Discipline for separate infractions is authorized.  Soldiers who are subjected to pre-trial punishment will likely receive substantial confinement credit for the punishment.  Contact your trial counsel for more info at 2-2068.

Claims: Soldiers and civilian employees who move at government expense are eligible to file a claim for related household goods damage.  However, many soldiers fail to ensure that the inventory completed by the packer accurately reflects existing damages.  If a packer exaggerates damages on the inventory and the soldier fails to challenge the inaccuracies when he signs the inventory, his claim for damages will likely be denied.  For more info on a claimant’s responsibilities in the claims process, visit the OSJA website at http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/cclaimsinfopack.html.

Administrative Law: The Military Traffic Management Command entered into an agreement with rental car agencies that limits the liability of soldiers and civilian employees for rental car damage associated with official travel.  Specifically, the rental car company is responsible for any damages to the rental car even if caused by the renter’s negligence.  Intentional damages or damages incurred during illegal use of the vehicle are not covered under the agreement and will be the responsibility of the renter.  Contact the Administrative Law Division at 6-9913 for more information.

Legal Assistance:  Deploying soldiers are not required to execute a will and power of attorney prior to deployment.  These documents represent personal choices that may not be dictated by the chain of command.  However, the chain of command may require a soldier to make an informed decision regarding a need or desire for such documents.  This normally occurs at an SRP or other deployment exercise.  Visit the OSJA website for more info at   http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/lao.html.

Lawyer Joke of the Day:  Arguing with a lawyer is like mud wrestling with a pig: after a while you realize that the pig actually enjoys it.

