                        [image: image1.png]


WIRE

 5th Edition                                                                  October 2003 

                     PUBLISHED BY THE OFFICE OF THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, REDSTONE ARSENAL, ALABAMA
Criminal Law:  The Army has UCMJ jurisdiction over a soldier’s criminal misconduct regardless of location.  However, if a soldier commits a crime off-post, state authorities have jurisdiction as well.  Under Army policy, if off-post authorities prosecute a soldier for off-post misconduct, the soldier’s chain of command is prohibited from taking UCMJ action for the same misconduct.  In many cases, the military trial counsel can arrange with the local prosecutor to drop off-post charges so that the soldier’s chain of command can take appropriate  UCMJ action.  For more information, call your trial counsel at 2-2068.

Claims:   The Personnel Claims Act authorizes soldiers and civilian employees to file claims against the Army for damage to household goods moved pursuant to military orders.  However, the statute does not authorize full replacement compensation and contains a standard depreciation schedule.  The statute contains other restrictions that limit the amount of money that a claimant can recover.  A soldier or civilian employee should consider purchasing insurance from their private insurance company for greater protection.  Claims information is available at the Claims Office website at http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/cclaimsinfopack.html.

Administrative Law:  A copyright is the exclusive right to reproduce or publicly display another person’s original work of authorship.  DA policy prohibits employees from violating copyright law in the performance of their duties.  Employees who download and swap copyrighted music, movies, games, reports, etc., are subject to disciplinary action and may expose the Army to liability.  A recent federal court case awarded $20 million to a copyright owner for unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials.  Call the Intellectual Property Law Division at 6-8922 for more information.

Legal Assistance:  When borrowing money for the purchase of an automobile, always check the annual percentage rate (APR).  In addition to the basic interest rate, the APR includes other fees that are part of the cost of financing your vehicle.  The APR is the best tool for comparing the cost of borrowing money from different lenders.  Visit the Legal Assistance website for more info at http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/lao.html.
Lawyer Joke of the Day:   Question:  How does a pregnant woman know she is carrying a future lawyer?   Answer: She has an extreme craving for baloney. 

