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Criminal Law:   Driving while intoxicated not only endangers innocent bystanders but it could adversely affect a career.  Military personnel will be subject to a general officer memorandum of reprimand that will likely be filed in the OMPF.  Required security clearances could also be placed in jeopardy.  Both of these administrative actions could impact career advancement or even job retention.  Of course, criminal prosecution of DUI offenders can lead to extensive fines, jail time, and revocation of driving privileges.   If you cannot drink responsibly then just stay at home on New Year’s Eve.   Your career and life could depend on it.
Claims:   For those of you PCSing next summer, start thinking about game planning for your potential household goods claim.  For instance, begin to think about what items you should carry with you in your automobile, such as jewelry, small electronic devices, and other easily pilferable items.  Also, ensure that you photograph or videotape your furniture in order to demonstrate its condition prior to the move.  This will help the Army claims adjudicator in determining the extent of damage caused by the moving company.  Remember that it is your job to substantiate a claim.  Your claims experience will be much less stressful if you prepare in advance.  Claims information is available at the Claims Office website at http://www.redstone.army.mil/legal/cclaimsinfopack.html.

Administrative Law:   Certain relationships between officers and enlisted members are strictly prohibited.  These include romantic relationships, business relationships, and gambling.  All other relationships between soldiers of different ranks are prohibited if they appear to compromise the chain of command, create perceptions of partiality, involve the improper use of rank for personal gain, or appear to be coercive or exploitive.  Commanders and senior leaders may contact the Administrative Law Division at 6-9913 for assistance in understanding the applicability of these standards.
Legal Assistance:    Tax season is directly ahead of us.  The Redstone Arsenal Tax  Center will open its doors on 2 February and is ready to assist active duty soldiers, retirees, and family members.  Electronic filing of federal and state returns will be available to all customers.  If you are due a refund, your money will be deposited in your account in about 10 days from filing.  Why use a commercial preparer when your Redstone Arsenal Tax Center will professionally prepare and file your return absolutely free?  Call 842-1040 for more information.

Lawyer Joke of the Day: Q: What's the problem with lawyer jokes?
A: Lawyer's don't think they're funny, and no one else thinks they're jokes.
