NEGATIVE REPORTS
The Intellectual Property (IP) Department at AMCOM continues to receive an inordinate amount of requests from contracting officers for patent clearance in situations where the contractor has clearly conveyed that no subject invention was created under a Government contract.   
As a result of this high request volume, it should be constructive to 
review the procedure to follow in the common situation where no subject invention is created under a  contract.

When a Form 882 indicates that  there was no invention, from a patent perspective, this is what we call a NEGATIVE REPORT.

Negative reports need not be reported to the IP Office.   A negative report means there is no invention.    If you do not have an invention, you have nothing to patent.    If you have nothing to patent, you are in a situation where patent clearance is not needed for the contracting official to proceed with closing the contract.  

Thus, the procedure in the case of a Negative Report should be for the contracting official to contact the Government Technical Monitor to confirm that no subject inventions were created under the subject contract and that the Form 882 is accurate and complete.  In situations where it is not clear whether there was an invention or not, the contractor should be contacted for clarification.   If confusion still persists, IP should then be contacted.
Upon confirming that no inventions were created under the contract, the contracting official can proceed with the remaining steps for closing out the contract without need of contacting this Office.
Also, when there is a subject invention, the contractor is required to do more than merely state there is an invention.  The contractor  must  provide a written report that includes a disclosure complete in technical detail so as to convey a clear understanding to the extent known at the time of the disclosure of the nature, purpose, operation, and the physical, chemical, biological or electrical characteristics of the invention, i.e., the contractor is required to not only indicate the existence of an invention under the contract, but, if there is an invention, the contractor is required to give a clear and technically informative description of the invention. 
Thus, if an interim 882 is provided that indicates there is an invention, a detailed description of the invention should accompany the interim 882.    If the contractor provides an 882 that indicates an invention has been created under the contract and does not provide an accompanying disclosure, the contractor has not done what is required.   The contracting official in such a case must immediately require the contractor to provide a full and adequate disclosure of the invention, i.e., a detail description of the invention.   If you have a disclosure of an invention in your file, a year or two later there will be no question about whether or not an invention was created under the contract and it will not be necessary to go back to the contractor to ask for a disclosure.  Doing things correctly at the beginning of the process will save much time at the end of the process, and allow patent clearance to be obtained more quickly.
A review of FAR 52.227-11(c)(1) is in order, which states:
          
          --The Contractor will disclose each subject invention to the Federal agency within 2 months after the inventor discloses it in writing to Contractor personnel responsible for patent matters. The disclosure to the agency shall be in the form of a written report and shall identify the contract under which the invention was made and the inventor(s). It shall be sufficiently complete in technical detail to convey a clear understanding to the extent known at the time of the disclosure, of the nature, purpose, operation, and the physical, chemical, biological or electrical characteristics of the invention. The disclosure shall also identify any publication, on sale or public use of the invention and whether a manuscript describing the invention has been submitted for publication and, if so, whether it has been accepted for publication at the time of disclosure. In addition, after disclosure to the agency, the Contractor will promptly notify the agency of the acceptance of any manuscript describing the invention for publication or of any on sale or public use planned by the Contractor.--
Similar requirements are dictated by FAR 52.227-12 (c)(1) which reads as follows:

--(c) Invention disclosure, election of title, and filing of patent applications by Contractor. 

(1) The Contractor shall disclose each subject invention to the Contracting Officer within 2 months after the inventor discloses it in writing to Contractor personnel responsible for patent matters or within 6 months after the Contractor becomes aware that a subject invention has been made, whichever is earlier. The disclosure to the Contracting Officer shall be in the form of a written report and shall identify the contract under which the invention was made and the inventor(s). It shall be sufficiently complete in technical detail to convey a clear understanding, to the extent known at the time of the disclosure, of the nature, purpose, operation, and physical, chemical, biological, or electrical characteristics of the invention. The disclosure shall also identify any publication, on sale, or public use of the invention and whether a manuscript describing the invention has been submitted for publication and, if so, whether it has been accepted for publication at the time of disclosure. In addition, after disclosure to the Contracting Officer, the Contractor shall promptly notify the Contracting Officer of the acceptance of any manuscript describing the invention for publication or of any on sale or public use planned by the Contractor. --
The contracting officer should be familiar with FAR 52.227-11(c)(1) and

 FAR 52.227-12 (c)(1) so that the officer can quickly contact the contractor
and demand the required parts of a disclosure if the contractor has failed to provide them. 
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